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Introduction 
 
This is additional information for an application for a Special Use 
Permit for an Airstrip at 2201 Finger Bridge Rd. The Parcel ID is 
360903325454 and itôs zoned R40. 
 
The owners, Jared and Tabitha Yates, operate a small airplane 
and ultralight vehicles (very small flying machines governed by 14 
CFR Part 103) for recreation, transportation, community outreach 
and education, and would like to create a small grass airstrip at 
their residence, on the subject parcel. The proposed use is non-commercial and not public. 
 
Catawba Countyôs UDO Appendix defines an Airstrip as ñprivate airplane or helicopter landing 
facility and taxi areas, which may be grass or paved, with any accessory building associated 
with the facility such as hangers or maintenance buildings.ò  
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Location Orientation 

Above: Position of the property in the county, as indicated by the yellow pin. 

Below: Position of the proposed grass airstrip on the property, as indicated by the orange box, 

relative to NC10 and Finger Bridge Rd.  
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Other Airports in Catawba County 

Wilsonôs Airport (E40) 
Public Use, Privately-Owned single grass runway, 2175 feet long and 70 feet wide. Our current 

ñhome baseò where we are rental tenants along with 6 other airplanes. Average of 67 operations 

per month.  

 

Laneyôs Airport (N92) 
Public Use, Privately-Owned with two grass runways. One is 2000 feet long and 100 feet wide, 

the other is 2400 feet long and 75 feet wide. 46 based airplanes with an average of 192 

operations per month. 

 

Little Mountain Airport (6NC1) 
Private Use, Privately-Owned with one paved runway, 3000 feet long and 40 feet wide. Not 

open to the public. 

 

Newton Conover Airport  
Not currently identifiable as an airport. Perhaps it was in the distant past. 

 

Mountain View Airport   
Formerly a single grass runway, 2000x50, but not currently useable 
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Surrounding Parcels 

 

  

Label Owner Use 

A Ted Yoder Agriculture 

B Dennis Yoder Agriculture/Wooded 

C Tony Yoder Wooded 

D Wayne Yoder Single Family Home (SFH) 

E Dennis Yoder Agriculture/SFH 

F Barbara Blalock Vacant Lot 

G Barbara Blalock Vacant Lot 

H Jordan Punch Single Family Home 

I Alan and Donna Bolick Single Family Home 

J Terrell Setzer Vacant Lot 

K Barbara Blalock Single Family Home 

L Joanne Boatman Wooded 

M Ralph Boatman Agriculture 
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About the Yates Family Aircraft 
The Yates Famiy Aircraft seats up to four 
people, including the pilot. The engine 
produces 185 horsepower, with a cruise 
speed of 120 miles per hour and can fly for up 
to five hours between refueling. The maximum 
gross weight is 2500 pounds and it requires 
200-800 feet of runway to take off, and 200-
500 feet of runway to land. Our proposed 
airstrip is 2000 feet in total length. This is a 
home-built airplane, assembled from a kit. The 
first flight was in 2013, and since then it has visited 12 states, and flown over 400 hours. This 
type of airplane can operate on grass or paved runways, though we prefer grass because of 
reduced tire wear. 
The utility of this airplane is comparable to a small family car, and it is most useful for family 
vacations, camping trips, and short sightseeing flights with friends and family. Jared has also 
volunteered with the airplane to deliver disaster relief supplies through the Operation Airdrop 
organization.  

The Applicants also operate foot-

launched and wheel-launched 

powered paragliders. These are 

classified by the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) as Ultralights, as 

opposed to Airplanes. The UDO 

requires an Airstrip SUP for airplanes 

and helicopters, which technically do 

not include Ultralights. These 

ultralights carry only one person, fly at 

approximately 20-30 miles per hour, 

and use a special parachute-like 

wing. They can operate for up to 3 

hours on a full tank of fuel, but most 

flights are short. The pilot inflates the 

wing while running a few steps during 

launch, and steers with hand controls. 

The engine and propeller can either 

be worn like a backpack, or attached 


